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Bophadiphadi  
Bophadiphadi is a jewellery Co-operative established 
with assistance from Mintek’s small-scale Mining and 
Beneficiation (SSMB) division, and situated in Bethanie, North 
West Province. South Africa’s North West Province is steeped 
in traditional history and culture, and has some of the finest 
game reserves in the country. Although primarily a farming 
region, producing sunflowers and much of South Africa’s 
maize, the North-West province is rich in mineral wealth such 
as gold and platinum, and plays a vital role in boosting the 
national economy.
The Pilanesberg National Park is set in the crater of an extinct volcano 
and lies adjacent to the famous Sun City leisure resort and The Palace 
of the Lost City, which offers a host of leisure activities.  South-east of the 
Pilanesberg lies the Magaliesberg range, which stretches for more than 
120 km. Close to Gauteng and nestled at the foot of this range is the 
Hartbeespoort Dam Nature Reserve, a popular destination for Gauteng 
city dwellers. The main residential towns are Hartebeespoort, Rustenburg 
and Potchefstroom. 

Bophadiphadi (the Tswana word for “Sparkles and Shines”) co-operative 
consists of six people (two women and four men) who specialise in making 
jewellery from brass, copper and silver metals at the workshop situated in 
Bethanie. The Co-operative is in the process of obtaining mass production 
equipment, but for now each item is individually handcrafted. Products 
manufactured include: 
•	Necklaces;
•	Bracelets;
•	Earrings;	
•	Pendants;
•	Rings;
•	Bangles;	and
•	Cufflinks.

The	Co-operative	has	also	signed	an	agreement	with	the	Small	Enterprise	
Development	Agency	(SEDA)	platinum	incubator	to	start	making	platinum	
jewellery.  Before the group could be trained on jewellery manufacturing, 
they were making craft items such as wooden sculptures and beads. 

Future goals and objectives include:
•	Becoming	a	sustainable	business;
•	Hiring	more	people	and	training	them	to	manufacture	jewellery.	

The Bophadiphadi jewellery co-operative would like to be seen as an 
example to other Community members. The project is supported by Mintek 
and is funded by Xstrata. 
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For more information, kindly contact: The Bophadiphadi Project Leader, 
doctor tshephe on 073 010 4841. 
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