
Mintek
Small Scale Mining & Beneficiation

200 Malibongwe Drive
Randburg 2125

South Africa

Private Bag X3015
Randburg 2125

South Africa 
 

Phone: +27 11 709 4367/4017/4038
Fax: +27 11 709 4581

E-mail: ssmbmarketing@mintek.co.za

Jewellery

Future Objectives

A global leader in mineral A global leader in mineral 
and metallurgical innovationand metallurgical innovation

A global leader in mineral A global leader in mineral 
and metallurgical innovationand metallurgical innovation

The focus of Kgabane is to create a top of 
mind household brand that can compete 
favourably locally and have the potential to 
penetrate the international market. This will 
see the full commercial viability of the SMEs 
and open up opportunities for the entry of 
new small businesses, thus making further 
inroads towards poverty alleviation and job 
creation in historically marginalised 
communities. 

The Kgabane product ranges were created 
by the women of South Africa, drawing 
inspiration from the rich legacy of indigenous 
adornment based upon traditional skills to 
be found throughout South Africa’s rural 
community. The groups manufacture:

• Gold and Silver Jewellery
• Giftware
• Fashion Jewellery

Below are some of the products manufactured by the 
Kgabane Jewellery Project.

Woven Copper and Silver
Bracelets

Tsonga Gate Bracelet Silver RingSilver Necklace Set

Enameled Silver Earrings

Cheese Fork and Butter 
Knife Set

Crocheted 18ct Gold Rings

Sugar SpoonsTeaspoons



Kgabane (means “precious”) Rural Jewellery 
Project was founded to develop, position 
and market South Africa’s emerging informal 
precious metal jewellery craft sector. A 
strategic component of the country’s minerals 
beneficiation programme, Kgabane is seen 
as an important driver of economic growth 
by alleviating poverty and empowering 
women, youth and the disabled primarily 
in rural areas. 

Driven by a growing international demand 
for quality, hand crafted, branded goods 
and a corresponding decline in the number 
of practitioners of what were once 

widely based craft skills, the aims of the 
Kgabane programme include to:

• bring second economy indigenous  
 crafters and emerging jewellers into  
 the mainstream of the precious metal  
 jewellery industry;

• contribute towards poverty alleviation,  
 job creation and upliftment of   
 historically marginalised South   
 Africans, through the exploitation of  
 the country’s mineral wealth;

• build a skills base of competent   
 goldsmiths; and, contribute towards  
 the increase in levels of minerals  
 beneficiation.

The main beneficiaries of the programme 
are historically disadvantaged South Africans, 
including women, the youth and the disabled 
in rural and impoverished communities. 
These are mainly unemployed and 
self-employed indigenous crafters who do 
not have access to markets or the skills to 
grow their own businesses. It also includes 
young black people who have undergone 
goldsmithing training in technikons and other 
institutions who seek assistance in starting 
their own business ventures. 

Beneficiaries receive training in goldsmithing, 
design and basic business skills. They are 
provided access to production facilities and 
local and international markets which gives 
them the opportunity to generate a sustainable 
income. Emerging jewellery business owners 
also receive support for infrastructure and  
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research and development (R&D). The 
Kgabane programme offers skills training 
in rural jewellery manufacture and two more 
advanced jewellery learnerships through 
the Mining Qualifications Authority (MQA). 
All training includes design and jewellery 
manufacture, indigenous knowledge, casting, 
enameling and basic business skills. The 
learners, many of whom have little or no 
skills in metal crafting, are taught to use 
metals.

They start with copper and other base 
metals, advancing to the precious metals, 
silver and gold. After successfully completing 
their training, the learners receive a certificate 
from the Department of Labour through the 
MQA. Once qualified, the entrepreneurs

are provided with working facilities and 
equipment where they can produce jewellery 
on an ongoing basis. In the remote rural 
facilities, production is supported by Kgabane 
trainers, through design input and quality 
assurance. 

Kgabane trained rural groups in Kwazulu 
Natal, Northern Cape, Limpopo Province, 
Eastern Cape, Western Cape, Mpumalanga, 
Free State and North West Province. Each 
group is treated as a unique entity, taking 
stock of the availability of indigenous 
knowledge systems - particularly as these 
may be apparent in existing cultural/craft 
practice. This is then followed by a training
program tailored to the needs of each group 
and which aims at providing an entry point 
into tested markets having particular stylistic 
and pricing points.

Once a group has successfully developed 
a product range with market acceptance, 
and if resources allow, Kgabane can be 
engaged by the group to undertake further 
training, research and development into 
product development and or to assist in the 
development and launch of a branding 
strategy for the group and its products.

250 people in nationally accredited skills 
programmes have been trained and up to  

23 small businesses nation-wide have been 
set up. These beneficiaries have been 
provided with comprehensive support 
(production monitoring, quality assurance, 
design input and basic business skills). 
These enterprises are mainly in rural and 
peri-urban communities.The beneficiaries 
are also assisted with access to markets to 
enable them to generate sustainable 
incomes.

With established business relationships and 
a number of reputable commercial outlets 
in South Africa’s main centers, Kgabane is 
assured of a stable market for its quality 
products. Whilst the immediate focus remains 
on capturing a share of the local market, 
Kgabane has already gently started exploring 
opportunities internationally.

Silver and Copper Memory Stick

Group of Trainees from Witbank sponsored 
by Xstrata

Rural Woman using indigenous weaving 
designs using gold

24ct Woven Earrings

Yellow Cubic Necklace Set


